The Orthodox educational system has been meeting important tasks, which is raising a general mental level of clergy and faithful. Its foundation was driven by needs of the Orthodox Church. Educating a young generation in the spirit of the Orthodoxy happened to be the main task of the enlightened class. Brotherhood, monastery and parish school were to be part of this program. The Orthodox education shaped religious life, helped preserve the religious and national identity of the believers. An evidence of that is the fact, that only those localities preserved "the Greek faith ", in which next to the monasteries were schools. Higher education, and especially Mohyla Academy, shaped by the then elite, played a vital role in the history of Orthodox Church in the Republic and neighboring countries. A similar role had to play in the interwar period College of Orthodox Theology at the University of Warsaw and in post-war Orthodox Section of the Christian Academy of Theology Presented here outline of history of Orthodox education in Poland indicates to the, appreciated by clergy and hierarchy, need of development of theological schools. Theological schools played and still play important role in shaping the attitudes of clergy and faithful. Schools provide necessary pastoral resources, shape Orthodox cultural and scientific environment. Theological education has remained an essential element for the proper functioning of Orthodox Church in the Polish Republic.
The state of knowledge about Orthodox education in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth reflects the state of research in the history of the Eastern Church in general. Few papers on Orthodox education come mostly from the last century. Activity of Orthodox schools was described by K. Xarlampović History of Orthodox education in the Ruthenian lands dates back to the 11 th century. There were schools at the courts of grand dukes and episcopal cathedrals, but only small percentage of the then social elite was in their range. The school of copiers and writing icons at Transfiguration (of the Savior) Monastery in Polotsk founded by St. Euphrosyne (1110 Euphrosyne ( -1173 is mentioned by authors of her hagiography. In Turov, schools were at episcopal cathedral and monasteries in the period when the local ordinary of the diocese was St. Cyril of Turov (1169 Turov ( -1182 . Schools were established to satisfy Orthodox Church's needs and were the effect of evolution of religious and cultural life in the Polotsk and Turov lands in the 12 th and 13 th century. Key role in this process played Saint Bishops of Polotsk: Mina (1105 -1116 , Dionysius (1166 Dionysius ( -1187 and Simon (1266 Simon ( -1289 ; and Bishops of Turov: Cyril and Lavrentij (1182-1194) . Equally great merit in the development of education had the dukes of Kiev: Yaroslav I the Wise and Vladimir II Monomakh.
*
The development of the parish and monastery schools started only at the end of 15 th and in 16 th century, together with the overall development in education in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. At that time education under the auspices of townspeople and Orthodox brotherhoods came into view. The development of education was non-accidental phenomenon, because it matched with period of religious controversy and the battle for the preservation of established dogmas of each faith. Education, according to the then Orthodox Church hierarchy, was to play an important role in preserving the religious identity of the faithful. Defense of their own faith, liturgy, and Church Slavonic language could be achieved only through own education. Important role in the development of Orthodox education had the provisions of Council of Brest of June 26, 1594, saying that annual synod of bishops and clergy people "in the writing of God educated" were considering, in addition to church's issues, also issues of science and education 4 . At the same synod, Bishops pledged to set up brotherhood's schools, printing-houses and hospitals in their dioceses. In accordance with the provisions of the Council, in every city should be school, and metropolitans, bishops and archimandrites annually should cast 1/10 of its revenue at their maintenance 5 . Several months later, Duke Constantine Ostrogsky reproached bishops with "provisions of councils in the matter schools, printing-houses and other key elements for the Orthodox Church, which are completely ignored" 6 . Vladikas were against putting schools into the hands of lay people, therefore, on August 2, 1595, obtained from Sigismund III Vasa privilege, in which the king extended their authority over the brotherhoods and gave them exclusive Lviv 1963; Z. J. Chizniak, Kievo-Mohilanskaja Akademia, Kiev 1981. 4 Akty otnosiashchiesia k istorii Zapadnoi Rossii, (further reffered as: AZR), Vol. 4, Sankt-Peterburg 1853, No. 25. 5 Ibid., Vol. 4, No. 48, ref. 4, 5 Monastery schools were the most stable. In their range of action was a small number of young people, in practice, from a few to a dozen students and education conducted was at the elementary level. In monastery schools, in addition to teaching of reading and singing, Church Slavonic, Ruthenian, sometimes also Greek and Polish languages were taught. The scope of knowledge was limited by monk's teaching skills. Such schools operated in the urban monastery centers, which had strong demand for educated staff. Large centers of monastic life situated away from the cities did not have any schools.
Parish schools were organized to train two or three pupils in the subject of services order, reading and writing and basic principles of faith. The level of these schools depended on education and capacity of cleric. In elementary schools, students were divided into three groups: the first studied how to put letters together, the other -to read by rote, the third -to speak out, judge and reason. On Sundays, teacher explained to students the text of the Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles from liturgy read on that day. The teacher had the right to reprimand parents for lack of care and concern for children 8 . Juveniles of parish schools were clerics or kept auxiliary functions in the church.
Institutions carried out by Orthodox brotherhoods were of the greatest importance for the development of Orthodox education in the former Poland. The emergence of brotherhood schools in the monasteries and parishes was dictated not only by the needs of Orthodox Church, but also by the necessity of educating the young generation in the spirit of Orthodoxy. Therefore, it is not surprising that in the second half of the 16 th century the nature and role of those schools completely changed. Brotherhood schools performed role of the secondary education. Their level, however, depended on the financial situation of particular brotherhood and possibility of obtaining adequate teaching staff. The first brotherhood school was established in 1584 in Vilnius. Stefan Batory granted the privilege to the brotherhood to establish schools, which would teach Ruthenian, Greek, Latin and Polish languages 9 . Soon two elementary schools arose in Vilnius and the first on those lands Orthodox gymnasium with humanist profile. Vilnius schools had become a model for other brotherhood schools. Brotherhood school in Lviv performed similar role. Thanks to the privilege of Patriarch Jeremiah II of 1589, lifting Lviv brotherhood of the Dormition to the rank of the stauropegial (stauropegic), the matters of education were also regulated. The privilege enabled brotherhood to create schools for children of its members and ordered maintaining only "blahochestivykh" clergy for teaching Slav and Greek language 13 . In this school, emphasis was placed on the Slavonic and Greek. The main organizer of this school was Greek, Metropolitan Arsenius of Elasona. The school had the task of providing knowledge for "the Christian children, in order not to lose their faith, by drinking from other sources water of pagan sciences, thus pervading destruction closely proceeds" 14 In Lviv, Latin language was not taught and the use of "vulgar speech" was forbidden.
An important role in the history of Orthodox education has been played by Brest school. Its founders were Brest townspeople, who on July 6, 1590, acquired the privilege of Meletij Chreptovich, Vladimir-Brest Bishop (1588 -1593 ). It appears from the document, that Brest townspeople were "ktitors of cathedral" and wanted to have own school with one or two teachers. This school was to serve not only townspeople, but also to all those who wanted to be educated there 15 . From the royal privilege of January 28, 1591, appears that townspeople built school on municipal land opposite to the church of St. Nicholas and asked the king to release school building and lands belonging to school from all tax obligations. . Brotherhood and the school, which defended the canons of Orthodox Church, have been named by Ipatij Potij "heretics excommunicated from the Church of God". Bishop Potij, after adoption the union on October 3, 1596, forbade clergy maintaining any contacts with the school 20 and took actions aiming to overtake school from the brotherhood. Utilizing royal support, Uniat Bishop achieved that goal on June 26, 1597 21 . School ceased to function independently and has become a tool in the hands of Ipatij Potij, used to promote the union. Whereas brotherhood gathered around the Church of Nativity BVM, at which school for members of the Orthodox Church was founded in 1641. After taking over the school by Uniats at the end of the 17th century, Orthodox attended the monastery schools. They were working in the 18th century at the Brest monasteries of St. Simeon and the Birth of Christ the Savior. Monastery schools were the only educational centers for the Orthodox residents of Brest.
Kiev school was founded in 1588 at brotherhood monastery. Destroyed by fire in 1614, was rebuilt year later by the donations of Anna Hugulewiczówna. In 1620 the Patriarch Teofanes of Jerusalem granted the brotherhood school special privilege, in which stressed the need for education of young generations, and especially learning about the dogma of faith. After taking the dignity of Archimandrite of Kiev Pechersk Lavra by Petr Mohyla, began the process of introducing Polish and Latin languages to the Ruthenian education 22 . Lutsk brotherhood had school already in 1617. In 1624 brotherhood has developed the rule, which discribed precepts for school operation. In the Lutsk brotherhood school were lectured: Greek and Slavic language, grammar, the order of church services (act), rhetoric and dialectics. . In addition to that school, there were working in the city several elementary schools, in which education was limited to teaching Church Slavonic, Ruthenian and Polish languages. These schools put special emphasis on understanding the Bible and the liturgy.
An important center for Orthodox elementary and secondary education was Minsk. Existing there hospital brotherhood received on September 11, 1592, a royal privilege to establish schools with the object of "teaching small children, keeping bachelor and educating in Greek and Ruthenian scrip" 30 . This school, still mentioned in records in 1601, ceased to exist as Orthodox in 1612 31 . In 1613, on the place of the brotherhood at the Cathedral, new brotherhood of Sts. Peter and Paul was founded, which worked at the monastery of the same name. Brotherhood had school "to multiply the glory of God and train children" 32 . In 1614 the Minsk brotherhood adopted the rule of the Vilnius brotherhood, which affected the extension of the curriculum with Greek and Latin. foundation of the Orthodox academy, based on the principles of western science 41 . Kiev College, later the Mohyla Academy, was to be modeled on Jesuit colleges. Romanization of education did not mean breaking with the Orthodox face of the university. Sylvester Kossov, rector of the university and polemicist, spoke in 1635 in defense of school's character in the work of Exegesis, to jest danie sprawy o szkołach kijowskich i winnickich (Exegesis, it is about the matters of the Kiev and Vinnytsia schools). Kiev school, according to its defender, is not acceptable to Uniats, and is not conducive to the other dissenters. "Those who now study in Kiev and Vinnytsia schools, come from parents of the Greek religion, in that formed: educated in roman academies in Poland, Lithuania and in Empire. They study in Latin, by no means offend against ancient Greek religion. Belarusian Bishop Kossov rejoiced that "poor Ruthenia henceforth cannot stupid be called. In Poland, Latin is necessary. When poor fellow Ruthenian finds oneself at the Sejm, (without) Latin does not make any step". Further Vladika Kossov pointed at the benefit of schools for the Orthodox Church. "Your churches hence with clergymen, pious and also competent, will be filled. Your cathedrals in eloquent preachers will flourish; your children, in their fathers' faith adamantine adorn with oratorical, philosophical, jurisdictional skills, at the general sejms, the courts of justice, yearly meetings (rokach), estates, with votes, discourses, councilors, will shine. "
42 Kiev-Mohyla Academy had become the most important Orthodox intellectual center, radiating across Eastern Europe. Special role had been played by its graduates in the life of the Russian Orthodox Church during the synodal period in the eighteenth century.
The role of schools in life of the Church and in shaping religious attitudes was understood by the creators of the Congregation of Pinsk. Among the provisions of July 3, 1791, reforming the Orthodox Church in the Republic can be found an article on the functioning of the Orthodox education. Education was extended to the children of clergy, nobility and townspeople "and even peasant children, according to the national laws". "Bachelors may be grandparents, who can read and write in Polish and in Ruthenian, but if they were very engaged in church service, then other schoolteachers than grandparents have to be maintained. organizing parish schools. Orthodox authorities had begun preparing textbooks to teach religion and auxiliary materials. Introduced school reforms had contributed to the development of education among Orthodox community. This process had not lasted long. The outbreak of Polish-Moscow war and the Second and the third Partition of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth cancelled provisions of the Congregation of Pinsk and ended the reform of education. * During partitions Orthodox education at different levels developed under the influence of the Russian Orthodox Church. The most popular were the "gramot" schools. The staff of these schools comprised folk schools' graduates and retired soldiers. Only in 1891 rules for the functioning of the "gramot" schools were set out and they were renamed for elementary schools. Such schools were to be established in rural areas and cities. Condition for their establishing was notification through the parson of school activities to the authorities of education. Schools were mostly organized by the Orthodox clergy themselves.
In contrast to the folk schools ("gramot"), greater importance for education had one-and two-grade educational units. In schools of that type there was higher proportional share of religion classes in relation to other subjects, another composition of the teaching staff and substantive supervision. In practice, especially in one-grade schools, teachers were still children of peasants and retired military. One-or two-grades schools introduced such additional activities as: gymnastics, hygiene, botany, horticulture, bee-keeping, herbalism, arithmetic, singing, playing the violin or drill 44 . The difference between the two-grade schools and one-grade schools lay in the duration of teaching cycle and its quality. In two-grade schools (four years), 37.5% were religious subjects and 62.5% secular. Geography was singled out from the history and merged with the nature. In curriculum there were also vocational courses like drawing, craft, gymnastics and agriculture. Vocational courses were supplemented by the general subjects: pedagogy, arithmetic, didactics, psychology, Ruthenian language, history and teaching methodology. Basic canon of religious subjects was still obligatory: catechism, theology, order of services, Orthodox chant, Orthodox Church history, etc. Orthodox parish schools of all levels, including the teaching seminar, were subjected to the supervision of the clergy. Development of this type of education was in the Orthodox authorities' interest. Schools of this type served the needs of Orthodox Church and educated young people in a religious spirit.
Clergy received their education in a number of theological seminaries i.e. in Annopol, Khelm, Polotsk, Vilnius and Zhyrovitse. In 1836 the Annopol seminar near Ostroh moved to Kremenets. Based on the seminar in Kremenets, district and parish schools were created. In 1838 both units . In 1845 the seminary in Zhyrovitse was closed down and seminarians were moved to Vilnius 46 . Theological seminars were structured into 6 grades, based on clerical schools (dukhovnyje uchylishcha). In the period 1828-1872 there were clerical schools in Hrodna, Kobryn, Zhyrovitse and Vilnius. In 1872 the clerical school in Kobryn and Hrodna were closed down and their students transferred to Polotsk and Vilnius. After 1875 in Khelm Land, seminary in Khelm and clerical school in Pochayiv were established. At the beginning of World War I, a seminar was evacuated from Khelm to Moscow, and in 1918 had been placed in Kremenets. Orthodox clergy could obtain full theological studies from the Academy of Theology in St. Petersburg, Kiev, Kazan and Moscow. authorities had had an impact on the management of the seminaries, so that from the theological curriculum polemical to other faiths elements were removed. Authorities' rebukes focused primarily on programs of such subjects as history of Orthodox Church, comparative theology and pastoral work 48 . State authorities had tried, if not to eliminate the Kremenets and Vilnius seminaries, to considerably limit their activities. Eventually, after the education reform, since October 1924 Vilnius seminar had been divided into eight-grade gymnasium and two-year theological college. The theological collage had status of private school, but was subsidized by the Ministry. In October 1925, the Ministry transformed Vilnius and Kremenets seminaries into ninegrade public schools. Seminaries were to be financed by the government and were directly subordinated to the Metropolitan. Apart from theological subjects all lectures were held in Polish. Seminary graduates were to be admitted to College of Orthodox Theology the University of Warsaw. In 1932, in connection with the Jędrzejewski's school reform new rules had been set for the functioning of cleric education. Candidates for the priesthood after finishing six grades of elementary school and 4-year middle school had to complete 2-year theological high school. The ministerial reforms triggered disorganization of Orthodox seminaries. After numerous controversies, finally in 1935, the objectives of cleric education reform were specified. They were assuming gradual elimination of both of seminaries and opening in their place in the academic year 1938/39 the three-year theological high school in Warsaw. Authorities were supposed to have a decisive impact on the functioning of the theological school, that is, the role of the Metropolitan was greatly reduced. Presidential Decree of 1938 set out the basis for a new legal system of Orthodox clergy education 49 . Outbreak of World War II meant that they would remain only in the sphere of legal and organizational preparations.
In addition to theological seminaries in Vilnius and Kremenets, theological school at Pochayiv Lavra for children of clergy and the school for Orthodox choir conductors in monasteries in Jabłeczna and Kremenets were founded by the Metropolitan Dionizy Valedynsky (1923) (1924) (1925) (1926) (1927) (1928) (1929) (1930) (1931) (1932) (1933) (1934) (1935) (1936) (1937) (1938) (1939) (1940) (1941) (1942) (1943) (1944) (1945) (1946) (1947) (1948) . In 1923 Orthodox authorities have taken an attempt to create private theological school in the village of Witczówka in Polesia. This project was not implemented because of the strong opposition from provincial authorities, who feared so that the school would not become "the seedbed of the Eastern culture" 50 . In the interwar period special role in the process of clergy's education in the Orthodox Church played College of Orthodox Theology at the University of Warsaw. The basis for its establishment was a project of creating university education for clerical personnel, submitted to the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Public Enlightenment in 1921 by the Metropolitan George Jaroshevsky. Finally, in 1924, thanks Since 1970 in seminary buildings in Warsaw, branch of high school was functioning. School has been transformed into a seminary, which obtained the status of secondary theological school. Graduates of the seminar received matura and good theological preparation for the pastoral work. Initially, the seminar was financed from the budget of the metropolis, but since 1984 it obtained financial independence. In 1992, arose the project of training seminarians at a higher level. The seminary in Warsaw, after changes in curriculum and staffing, has obtained the status of the Higher Orthodox Theological Seminary. Since 1998, the curriculum in Orthodox Theological Seminary ended to a bachelor degree, which is recognized by the state's educational authorities 53 .
53 "Prawosławne Seminarium Duchowne. 50 lat". ,Warsaw 2001, pp. 9-18. A special role in the preparation of cleric staff has the Orthodox Section of the Christian Academy of Theology. 
